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Dr. Esmail Meisami
Beloved father, husband and teacher (1942-2013)

A Remembrance

The memory of the observing, warm
and caring smile of Esmail (Essie) still
glows in our souls. Everything here is
the same as it was, except that the
hearts that were beating with the
excitement of being with him are now
shattered and broken. This memorial
leaflet was put together to tell the
story of a wonderful father, husband
and teacher, Dr. Esmail Meisami. This
was made possible with the help of
friends and family.

Dr. Meisami was born on Nov. 19,
1942 in Tehran, Iran. He was the
youngest son of Gholamreza and
Sedigheh, and brother to Abbas,
Mehdi, Mahboubeh, Manijeh and
Parvin. Essie obtained his B.A. from
the University of California, Berkeley in
1967, and his Ph.D. from the same
university in 1970. He then returned to
Iran and joined the faculties of science
at department of Biology at the
University of Tehran. He was one of
the principal faculties who established
the Department of Cell and Molecular
Biology and the Institute  of
Biochemistry and Biophysics (IBB).
During his tenure at IBB, Dr. Meisami
was the most productive faculty
member, both in terms of peer
reviewed scientific publications and
the number of graduate students
who obtained their M.S. degrees under
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take any class that is taught by him.”;
“‘How could you not love Dr. Meisami?
He thinks every student is brilliant
and does what he can to help
them achieve their goals. He is always
smiling and you can’t help but smile
back.”

Dr. Meisami’s Timeline

1942: Birth year of Esmail
Meisami in Tehran, Iran.

1948-61: Early Education: Masoud
Saad & Toosi Elementary Schools
and Elmieh High School, Tehran,
Iran

Essie sitting among his sisters (Manijeh, Parvin, and

Mahboubeh)

1962-64: Early College Education,
Skagit Valley College, Washington
State, Abilene College, Texas.

1964-67: B.A. in Physiology,
University of California, Berkeley
(with Honors)

1967-70: Ph.D. in Physiology

his supervision and guidance. The
establishment of the neurophysiology
laboratory, the  electrophysiology
laboratory, and the facilities for
keeping animals for neurobiology
research at IBB are just examples of
Essie’s hard work at the institute.

Dr. Meisami returned to the United
States in 1980, and after several years
of teaching at the University of
California, Berkeley, he joined the
faculty of the School of Molecular and
Cellular Biology at the University of
lllinoisat  Urbana-Champaign. He
was author of over 200
publications, and several text books
including Coloring Book of Physiology,
used by college students as well as
some medical students, now
translated into several languages
including German, Japanese, Chinese,
Spanish, and Portuguese.

A popular professor at the University
of lllinois, he served as associate
professor of both Molecular and
Integrative Physiology and
Neuroscience. Here is a sample of
comments by his students: “Meisami is
awesome! He is the sweetest man
ever. He really cares about his
students and wants them to perform
well.”; “Very interesting class with a
great lecturer.”; “He is probably the
nicest and most understanding
professor you will ever have at the
University of lllinois...He genuinely
wants his students to learn without
stress...he wants students to enjoy
going to class and learning...| would



1986: Faculty member of the school
of Molecular and Cellular Biology at
the  University of lllinois  at
Urbana- Champaign.

1986-2012: Associate Professor of
Physiology and Neuroscience,
Professor in Graduate College,
Emeritus Professor of Physiology and
Neuroscience  (since  September,
2010), Department of Molecular and
Integrative Physiology, University of
lllinois, Urbana- Champaign.

2010: Retirement celebration at the
University of lllinois.

2011: Invited (keynote) speaker at
several conferences in Iran.

Essie and Nooshin at Hamedan, Iran

2012: On November 19th Essie
celebrated his 70th

(Neuroscience), University of
California, Berkeley.

High school years

1971-1976: Assistant Professor of
Physiology, Department of Biology,
Faculty of Science, University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

1975-1980: Director, Neurobiology
Research Laboratories, Research
Institute of Biochemistry  and
Biophysics, University of Tehran, Iran.

1976-1980: Associate Professor of
Physiology and Neuroscience,
Department of Cellular and
Molecular Biology and Institute of
Biochemistry and Biophysics, Faculty
of Sciences, University of Tehran,
Tehran, Iran.

1980: Return to the United States.

1980-1986: Lecturer at the University
of California, Berkeley.
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If you wish to contribute and
add more information to his
legacy please visit the
following website (prepared
by his beloved daughter,
Mona):

wWww.essiemeisami.com

birthday at a party held for him in
Champaign, IL.

Dr. Meisami is survived by his wife,
Nooshin; daughters, Mona Reilly and
Ayda Meisami; grandchildren, Mariam,
and Mark; brother, Abbas; and sister
Mahboubeh. He will not only be
missed by his family and friends but by
countless others whose life was
touched by him. May his soul rest in
peace and patience and strength be
provided to all of his loved ones as we
know there are many.


http://www.essiemeisami.com/

